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While looking for sources for your assignment, please analyze each source by asking yourself the following CAPPS 
Evaluation questions: 
 

Title/ Source Name 
 

 

Website, Database or Book? (If database, which one?) 
 

 

CURRENCY: 

• When was this source created? If you can’t find the date, 
how recent is the information the author uses to support 
their argument? 

• Is that current enough for your topic? 
 

 

Author: 

• Who is responsible for creating this source? 

• Are they an expert on this topic? 

• How do you know? 

• What are the author’s credentials/background in this 
area? 

• Has the author written other things on this same topic? 
 

 

Publisher: 

• Who is responsible for publishing this source? 

• Is the publisher’s mission to inform, entertain, or persuade 
the reader? How do you know? 
 

 

Point of View: 

• What is the purpose of the source (inform, entertain, or 
persuade)? 

• Does the author provide multiple points of view (both 
sides of the argument)? 

• Is this source scholarly or popular?  

• Is the information mostly fact or opinion?  

• Is the information supported by research? 

• Is the language difficult to understand? Is the author using 
very technical or subject specific terminology? 

• Does the author use emotional or opinionated language? 
(Remember, don’t just think about what the text says, but 
how it says it)  

• Who is the intended audience for this source? 
 

 

Sources: 

• What evidence is provided for the claims that the author 
makes? 

• Can you determine where the author got their 
information? 

• Are outside sources cited in references, footnotes, or in 
the text? If so, are they from trustworthy publications? 
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